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SECRET

9 7EB 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

BUBIECT: Allen-Scott Column on Vietnam - 19 January 1965

1. There follows certain siatements which the Allen-3cott
column of 19 January 1965 attributed to the testimony of Mr. McCone
before the Senate Armed Services Committes on 11 January 1965.

{A} Vietnamese problem: is military not political.
“As long as the battle for South Vietnarn is treated as a
political rather than a military problen:, there is litile
prospect of establishing a stable government in Saigon.
That is putting the cart before the horse. The key pro-
blem is military and not political and the sooner it is
rvealized and acted on, the better it will be.*

Comment: Mr. McCone made no such mention of a
military problem. To the contrary, his testimony
emphasized the need for political stability {See Tab A}.

{B} Cpposed policy of withdrawsl,
"McCone flatly opposed U.S. withdrawal from South
Vietnam when questioned by Senator Strom Thurmond,
{R., 8.C.}, who strongly favors expanding the war to
North Vietnam."

Comment: Senator Ellender asked the question, not
Senator Thurmond, and Mr. McCone refused to be drawn
out on it, saying it was a matter of policy (See Tab B).
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{C) uences of pull out.

{1) ”'WE%% would be the elfect in Southeast Asia if we
should call it a day and get of South Vistnam 7' asked Thurmond.
McCone replied, ‘It would be 2 major disaster. That is also
the opinion of Ambassador Maxwell Taylor.' -

Comment: Mr., McCone made no mention of Ambassador
Taylor {See Tab C).

{2} " In what way?' continued Thurmond. 'Once our forces
wers withdrawn, ! sald McCone, ‘South Vietnam would go Com-
munist aloet at once. After that, it would only be = short
time before the remainder of Southeast Asia would go neutralist
and then Cornmunist. India, Thailand, the Philippines, Burma,
would all go in quick succession.

‘Ws would he pushed out of the Western Pacfic back to
Honolulu. That would be the shori-term: effect. The long-
term effect would be even worse.' "

Commaent: A colloguy similar to this developed with Senator
Pastore, not Senator Thurmond {See Tabh C).

Z. The tabs contain extracis from: the transcript of the briefing
before the Senate Armed Services Committee on 1l January 1965,
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SOUTH VIETNAM 18 A POLITICAL PROBLEM

Chairman Russell: Do you think we will sver be able to clean it up
anless we get a stable government there? . -

Mr. McCone: No. J think we have to get a stable government that
the people respect, and then 1 think we have to get the people as 2 whole,
14 million people, as many &8s we can, behind that government. I think
there is an enormous amount of work, of political action and of propagands
sature to do throughout the country. lé s'¢ think that you can successfully
fight a war against guerrillas in a country ilke that unless the people are
behind you. If they are behind you, then it is s manageable situation.

i they ave not behind you, why it is totally unmanageable.

Senator Ellender: Now in regpect to your avaluation of Vietnam,
you sesm to fee] that the problem there is one of getting a stable govern~
ment before we can mske progress in winning the war there, am 1 ecorrect?

sy, McCone: That is correct.

Senator Ellender: Well, have you, for example, tried to find some
ways and means of geiting a stable government? Are we going to continue
to assist if we don't establish this stable government? 1s that your view
or will you clarify 1t?

Mr. McCone: Wall, Ifeel that we have worked continuously at
trying to establish a stable government, to encourage the Vietnamese to
unite behind a government of their cholce. After all, it is their business
to do this, and 1 am gratified over the developments of recent days which
indicate that the military and the existing civilian governinent have
reached some kind of an understanding; and I am hopeful that the dissident
groups, and there are a lot of them in Vietnam, a6 you know, the Buddhists
on the one hand, and the Catholics on the other, and various political
factions, will get behind this agreed arrangement and then we ¢an consider
that that problem looks more encouraging.
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In answer to Senator Ellender's question concerning any evidence
of collusion between the South Vietnamese and the Viet Cong, Mr. McCone
stated:

"Well, as I said, Senator, the success of the effort is dependant
upon the will of the people to suppart a government, and to get behind the
goveramaent. [ quote CGeneral Efsenhower when ] discussed this with him
just a few daye ago, he sald in reading the history of the civil war, when
the northern armies would venture into the south, where the people were
not behind them, they met with difficulties.

"n the other hand, when the southern armies ventured into the
north, people were not behind them and they met with difficulty, and he
used this as an example of the necessity of getting the people behind the
government and behind the military forces, and he sald unless this was
done, the effort was futile.

nTherefore, it ia hopeful and it is our objective to encourage the
esstablishment of 2 government which can be supported by the maximum
number of psople, and then to assist that government in encouraging the
support of all of the 14 million people in South Vietnan, and if this is
done, then I think you have got a manageable sltuation there."

In connection with Senator Ellender's staterment that we neesd
govermmaeant stability or should get out of the area, Mr. McCone said:

" Well, this brings up 2 great many policy problems that are beyond
my cormpetence, but it {s my opinion these are essentials to success in
South Vietnam."

Answering Senator Stennis's question about the chance of getting
a dependable government, Mr. McCone sald:

" But if we could get a government that could be formed which would
have the support of the military and the other groups, political and religious,
then I fesl thers would be a chance to encourage public support of such a
government, and a determination to support the government and their
military in their fight against the Viet Cong movement.

"Now, that is what I think. Of course, we must persist, discouraging
28 it seams at times. "
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OPPOSING UNITED STATES WITHDRAWAL

Senator Ellender: What would you do if they can’t get the people
together, would you suggest we pull out?

Mr. McCone: That is » policy question, Senator, which I am not
in 2 position to anawer.

Senator Ellender: Well, you have the evidence, you have morse

svidence than we have, and I thought maybe you would give us your visw. |

That is all, Mr. Chairman.

AT
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CONSEQUENCES OF PULL QUT

Benator Pastore: With your familiarity of the situation in
Southeasi Asta, what do you think would be the consequences if we did
pull out?

Mz, McCone: [ think if we pulled out of Vietnar that there would
ba a merious deterioration in Southeast Asia, and I think it would sxtend
to Cambodia, to Laos, to Thailand, Malaysis, and Indonesia; and I think
the consequences would be most serious.

Senator Thurmond: Is {reedom in the free world endangered if
all of Southeast Asia goes Communist?

Mr. McCone: I would think so.

Benator Thurmond: If Vietnan: is lost to the Coramunists, will
not Southeast Asia be lost to the free world?

Mr. McCone: That {s my feellng, Senator.

Senater Thurmond: 1 agree with you.

Mr. McCone: You are doing some crystal ball gaszing, butl
think if we were to lose South Vietnan: or to remove cur presence from

South Vietnam before the conflict is settled, it would mean the acceleration
of the caminunist moverment throughout Southeast Asia.

A

Approved For Release 2005/08/24CH-RDP67B00446R000600200006-8




| LAS VEGAS SUN ‘
v pproved For Release 2005/08[24 t:lA jo%ﬁ{ﬁﬁaMGR

ALLEN- =COTT
 REPORT.

- Inside Washmgton

O

. . ) |
By ROBERT S. ALLEN and PAUL SCOTT

JAN 19 1365

Han,,

RRpper L LS
- — g
o Tk .

CIA Head Dissoms on Viel NGm

~ WASHINGTON = Central In-.
telli gence@mector John McCone
‘is flatly contradicting the John-
son administration's pet’ thesis

hregarding the grimly deteriora- :

~tmg situation in South Viet Na

and not political

‘Jly achieving greater combat ef-
fectiveness against the increas-
ingly more powerful and suc-
cessful Communist aggressors,
!xather than laborlously trying to-
"bring about a “stable” goyern-

)lshould be concentrated on quick-

A

) -ments in Saigon.

These blunt views were voiced
. "by the CIA head, due to be re-
‘placed soon,gin his closed-do
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-Armed Services: Committee]
+which is conducting an exten
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: cht Nam dilemma,
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Primary attention and effort i
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—“ment” among the feuding ele- r

I nearly three - tind

i Vietnamese forces in the lasi

L
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. political ‘rather than a wmilitary
problem,"” he told the senators,
;“there is little. prospect of ‘es-
tablvslung a stable government
cart before the horse. The kdy |
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\m Saigon. That Is. putting the &

" Graphically underscoring his .

contention,  McCone presented a
detailed report on battle casual«
’hes and Weapons losses in the

The grlm flgures revealc»
mounting South Viet Nam loss
in both men and arms. La
ear approximately twice a
many troops were killed, wound
ed and missing-as in 1962, and
“as  manyl
weapons were, Jost.

Cong made galns every year,

{n striking contrast, the Vied
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“, WITHDRAWAL FATAL
ssAnother forebooding develop-]
ment stressed by the Central In-

Communist aggressors now have
better weapons and are operat-
jjing 'in large organized uni

otal Red forces in South Vret

‘Nam and enemy-held territory. -

in adjoining Laos and Cambodia
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ita the Viet Cong, both iny
}1 ning  oamps and combat.]

.’h le.the Reds usé”all type:.|
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Russian-made, S T
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0 million tons of TNT) nuclear
arheads. Also Soviet missile:
has preatly increased
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ban in 1‘)63

atnmospffcr-
ic nuclear tests h'—\ve been de-
ected,” but the Reds are con-
antly . crmduchng underground .
\ g
e (‘IA is stxll uncer.mn who'% X
e real new rulers of the wreme
n are. No determination has
et been made of the exact
oles of Premier Kosygin and
irst Communist Party Secre-

{Nata when questioned by Sen.t v Brezhney.
8teera Thusmond,. R-5.C., who

{ The primary objective of
] Khrushchev's successors is the
isame as his — Communist dom-
ination of the world. That has
niot baen changed. and there is
no lixelihosd it ever will be.

McCone's successor is still not
selected. The only decision s0
far nyade by the President is o
replace ‘MeCone with a “name"
rather than a *‘technicirm.”
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Il i ;‘“qusen one-tinfe
“Mgovernor- of - Minnesda
and sihce then Cdl]dlﬂdle for
varioui Nother  jobs, meﬁdm;v
presidant) wili he on hyhd for
he Johnskn inauguratjon and
related cergpmanies. (y addition
o buying twh 525 tickéts for the
naugural ball $tas§en also has
purchased 1vo tz}blcs for the
Minnesota Sociefy!s pre-inaugur-
al party in hongNof Vice Presi-
‘dont-clrct Hubert wmphrey. ..
JForelgn Minister
Borges, in g° “Ca racas\breadcast,
stated *a/ visit' by \President
Johnson {% 'in ‘the . forgfront of
our natmnul - expectations.”
Borges? fgave no-indicatio when
such a visit is likely, b
empHanc that "It will -
cloger ties bitween our Ytwo
cofintries.” A
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